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Application Information

Application Process:
Interview
Online Application complete
Placement Tests complete
Recommendation forms
Application Essay
Transcripts / Grade Report
Complete Online Enrollment

Registration Deadlines 
Preferred enrollment deadline: April 15, 2017
Late enrollment deadline: May 15, 2017

New Student Application Fees
Application fee if submitted by April 15, 2017 is $70
After April 15 the fee will be $120

Tuition Information



Welcome!

At Tualatin Valley Academy, we aim for Excellence in Education 
while through faith in Jesus striving to instill our Christian stan-
dards and beliefs. In our daily teaching, we integrate the Fruits 
of the Spirit into all our activities. We welcome all students who 
choose to affirm and live by these values.

We are excited to offer grades 9 & 10 to our community as a 
Christian alternative for students and their families. We believe 
that we provide the highest quality of education available through 
the blessing of God and our trained and certified teachers. Our 
professionally designed curriculum meets the highest standards 
and is fully accredited which means that all courses carry fully 
transferable credit that is accepted at all other educational institu-
tions.

Classes are taught in a project-based learning format, integrating
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) wher-
ever possible. Experiential education, or going out into the real 
world for educational experiences, is also a core component of 
our program.

We hope this program guide will help you make an informed 
decision to participate with us in this secondary level adventure. If 
you have additional questions please call Principal Ed Tillotson at 
503-649-5518 or email to edt@tvja.org.

Field Trips
1st Quarter
Marine Biology Trip, Newport (September), $75 - Three days 
exploring the Oregon coast including hands-on labs at Hatfield 
Marine Science Center and Marine Discovery Tours. Trip includes 
fossil collecting, tide pooling, handling marine invertebrates, and 
whale watching. Camping will be at South Beach State Park.
Fall Bible Camp, Washington Family Ranch (Sept. 29-Oct. 2), 
~$175 - This 4 day retreat includes all 9-12th grade students in 
the Oregon Conference. Purpose: To create opportunities in an 
interactive atmosphere where young people will experience God 
and invite Him to shape and mold their lives and lifestyles. Focus: 
To inspire discipleship - what it means to be a follower of Jesus 
Christ and how this impacts daily decisions and choices.
2nd Quarter
Project-focused trip (to be determined)
3rd Quarter
Ski Trip, Mt Bachelor (February) ~$100
4th Quarter
Class Trip (to be determined) Possible options include Washing-
ton DC and the Amazon depending on interest and fundraising.
Washington D.C. Trip -- Christian Discoveries (WorldStrides), 
mapped out an incredible 5-day experience for our students in 
2012 that included national monuments, buildings, museums, and 
historical sites. Our tour guide was an enthusiastic, Christian role 
model who gave thought-provoking presentations on how Christi-
anity helped shape the thoughts and lives of our nation’s founding 
fathers. Our students were kept safe, happy, and fully engaged 
in learning. Traveling with Christian Discoveries allowed us to see 
and do much more than we could have if we had organized this 
trip on our own.
Amazon Rainforest Adventure -- Through field experiences at four 
rainforest lodge facilities in the Amazon basin of Northern Peru, 
students are engaged in an immersion experience. This expe-
dition is an eye-opening introduction to the environmental and 
cultural aspects of the Amazon Rainforest and river system. The 
program is a third world experience that is safe, comfortable, and 
accessible, offering students a life changing adventure.



Why Choose Tualatin Valley 
Academy?

Attention!
Action!

Adventure!

Language Arts I (9) 
The goals of this course are for students to learn to understand 
what stories tell us, make their own theories of the messages of 
writing using direct quotes or references from stories, poems, lyr-
ics, articles or essays, as well as from acting or film. The instruc-
tor seeks to mentor students to be able to write and revise their 
own poems, essays, thesis papers, and narratives. Students read 
authors like Shakespeare, Dickens, and Steinbeck. Students will 
learn how and why professionals cite sources, and then learn how 
to cite sources in their papers as well.

Language Arts II (10) 
The goals of this course are for students to learn what rhetorical
devices are, construct formal arguments, interpret complex 
textual material, and identify cultural biases in literature. Students 
will learn to compare two works from different authors and write 
a comparison / contrast paper using textual support from two 
authors to support a thesis or argument about the significance of 
the comparison. Students will read works by Shakespeare, Barrie, 
Goulding, as well as classics like Beowulf and the Iliad.

Electives
Art 
Band 
Choir 
Handbell Choir
Yearbook 
Study Hall 
Work Study 
Publications



Attention 
Tualatin Valley Academy works hard to maintain a low student-
teacher ratio. The advantages of this include more time to dia-
logue with students about content, more time to give feedback on 
performance, and more time to mentor in important skills that will 
translate into adaptability to whatever challenges may come.

Having better access to teachers means more, however, than just 
better direct-instruction time. It also means deeper relationships 
with instructors. TVA teachers are not only interested in student 
performance, but care about knowing students in a meaningful 
way. Chaos happens in life, and at TVA the teachers seek under-
standing and trust for the purpose of support and mentorship that 
will go beyond the years students spend on our campus. Stu-
dents may move on, but the bonds built between them and their
teachers should travel with them.

Religion I (9/10) 
I. God: The I Am - An exploration of God’s existence, who He 
is, what He is like, and how we can have a real relationship with 
Him. II. God on a Cross - God’s response to the problem of sin 
was to send Jesus, the ultimate gift to humankind. III. God Gifts 
1 - God has chosen to lavish His love upon us through many gifts. 
Through a deeper understanding of the gift of creation, we can 
appreciate and defend a creationist worldview. IV. God Gifts 2 - 
God’s gift of grace as seen through Old Testament stories shows 
us a loving God who forgives in spite of failure.

Religion II (9/10) 
I. The God Choice - God has pursued His chosen people 
throughout history, yet repeatedly they have chosen the world 
over Him. In the Old Testament stories of Hosea, David and Ruth, 
we see the characteristics of individuals who lived their lives after 
God’s own heart. II. Serving God - The birth of the early church 
brought challenges and wonder as the Holy Spirit was poured 
onto people committed to living after God’s own heart. III. God 
is My Lord - When we are connected to Jesus, our lives, and the 
ways in which we relate to the world around us change. Our re-
lationship with God will determine things such as: our prayer life, 
Bible study, how we view God’s law, and how we make discern-
ing lifestyle choices. IV. God In My World - The book of Romans 
shares how faith, grace, and the cross, changes everything for 
the Christian believer.

Global Studies (9/10) 
The goals of this course are for students to study world events.
Areas of study will include Latin America, Russia, China, and The 
Middle East. Emphasis will be placed on each region’s culture, 
geography, current events, role in the global economy, and influ-
ence on American interests. We will seek, through both infor-
mational text and films, to gain a window into different values in 
societies, and how they shape the people within them.



Action
Tualatin Valley Academy teachers believe in student empower-
ment. From yearbooks and music videos to science fairs and 
class projects, some of the best instruction time is when students 
push the bounds of what they can do for themselves. 

Teachers at TVA seek to create action oriented learning commu-
nities where students can try things that they’ve never done be-
fore. Students come up with their own projects and take a strong 
lead in executing those projects. Students have a voice in trips, in 
fundraising, and in defining their own identity as a student body.

Biology (9/10) 
Biology is taught as a hands-on, laboratory-based course and 
includes a 3-day field lab on the Oregon coast. Students will 
become proficient in using microscopes, dissection of preserved 
specimens, and herbarium technique. Basic biological concepts 
of cell structure and processes, genetics, taxonomy, and ecol-
ogy will be covered. Students will use the scientific method and 
analyze biological data. We will explore scientific evidence
supporting special creation in contrast with naturalistic evolution. 
The major animal and plant phyla and their interactions in ecosys-
tems will be studied.

Physical Science (9/10) 
Physical Science is taught as a hands-on laboratory based
continuation of the integrated sciences covered in grades 7 and 
8. We begin with a comprehensive study of ocean ecosystems 
that includes a 3-day field lab on the Oregon coast. Our as-
tronomy unit surveys the solar system, stars, and galaxies while 
we contemplate our Creator’s masterplan. We conclude first 
semester exploring static electricity, building simple circuits, and 
looking at the relationship between magnetism and electricity. 
Second semester is an introductory chemistry course designed 
to prepare students for high school chemistry. Proper laboratory 
technique, lab safety, and balancing chemical equations are
essential skills students will learn to master. Relevant, real-life 
case studies taken from the headlines introduce students to 
substances and mixtures, the differences between physical and 
chemical change, and the connections among bonding, atomic 
arrangement, and the properties of materials.



Adventure
A core part of the human experience has always been to go out
and make new discoveries. Smaller class sizes mean the ability to 
go out into the world to learn and participate. At TVA we believe 
in hands-on learning, and research shows that students retain 
information better when they can see how the concepts they learn 
in the classroom play out in the real world. Rather than simply 
learn about Government, students go see the places where gov-
ernment functions. Instead of just studying about sea creatures, 
they go to interact with them in their natural habitat. Students 
will even get to construct their own local weekend trip, tailored 
around a team project that they will create as a group. These for-
ays come with a plethora of benefits - experience, relationships, 
and memories.

Curriculum

Algebra 1 (9) 
The goal in Algebra 1 is mastery of the foundational concepts 
and skills required for success in all subsequent math courses. 
Students will write, solve, and graph linear equations, inequali-
ties, functions, and systems of linear equations; factor, solve, 
and graph quadratic equations and functions; simplify, write, and 
graph exponential expressions and functions; and explore data 
analysis through probability and statistics topics.

Geometry (9/10) 
Geometry focuses on logic, reasoning, and problem solving skills 
using both traditional tools and technology to evaluate conjec-
tures and construct proofs. Topics include properties of lines, 
triangles, polygons, quadrilaterals, circles, and 3D figures, simi-
larity of figures, and right triangle trigonometry. Connections to 
and review of Algebra concepts occur throughout the course.

Project Integration (9/10) 
Focuses on incorporating multiple forms of technology
into a few large projects that have real-world impact, show-
ing students in the process how what they are learning in their 
core classes impacts the real world. Students use 3D modeling, 
SketchUp, and Blender, as well as prototype their designs by 
hand. Elements of Computer programming, Photography, Videog-
raphy and Music are also integrated.

Physical Education (9/10) 
The 9th Grade PE curriculum at Tualatin Valley Academy
consists of both team and individual sports. The sports we tend 
to focus on are sports students will be able to use for a lifetime. 
Team sports include but are not limited to: Soccer, Flag Football, 
Volleyball, Basketball, Hockey and (numbers permitting) Softball. 
Individual sports we will attempt may include: Badminton, Table 
tennis, Fencing, and Golf. There may be added fees for sports we 
have to do off campus.



Meet the Faculty

Mr. Kahler
9-10 Science
Phil Kahler began teaching at Tualatin Valley 
Academy in 1993. His passion for sharing the 
natural world with students motivated him to 
construct a bird feeding station on campus and 
to lead our annual marine biology trip. He has 
B.S. and M.S. degrees in Environmental Educa-
tion and Interpretive Services Administration and 

holds professional teacher certifications with Washington State 
and the North American Division. He is an alumnus of the National 
Audubon Society Expedition Institute. Working with Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology, Phil has showcased our students’ bird studies 
at national teacher conventions. As a recipient of the Don Keele 
Excellence in Education Award he participated in the Educator 
Academy in the Amazon Rainforest, where he returned the fol-
lowing summer as a faculty member. Phil enjoys bird watching, 
backyard beekeeping and photography.

Mr. Steve
9-10 Global Studies, Language Arts, Publications
Steve Moor graduated with his bachelor’s de-
gree in Religion in 2005 along with a minor in 
Sociology. He spent 2 years abroad teaching in 
Thailand, and then returned to school for an-
other bachelor’s degree in English. He received 
his Master’s Degree in Teaching in 2010 and 
has been teaching at Tualatin Valley Academy 

ever since. He loves exploring new ideas and new skills with his 
students. His hobbies include song-writing, guitar, sailing, film 
making, film scoring, building computers and keeping up on cur-
rent affairs. He loves mentoring youth. His 8th grade music videos 
can be found on the Tualatin Valley Academy YouTube channel.

Tenth Grade Class Schedule

This is a draft schedule and may be subject to change as 
to times and periods in which classes are placed. Content 
listed will be taught. 



Mrs. Beck
9-10 Math
Sara Beck completed a Bachelors of Arts in 
Mathematics and Minors in Chemistry and 
Education in 2000 and a Masters of Science 
in Teaching Mathematics in 2005. She holds 
Professional Teaching credentials with both the 
State of Oregon and the North American Divi-
sion. She taught Algebra I through AP Statistics 

from 2001-2009 and has taught 7th and 8th grade math at Tuala-
tin Valley Academy since 2014. Her constant goal is for every stu-
dent to become proficient in applying the essential tools and skills 
of mathematics. When she isn’t devising the next math lesson, 
she enjoys gourmet cooking, watching cooking shows, reading 
and spending time with her family.

Mr. Blackburn
9-10 Technology, Handbells
Michael Blackburn graduated with a Masters of 
Architecture with an emphasis in Urban Design 
in 2007. He has also worked as a designer, 
doing videography, photography and graphic 
design. A TVA alumnus, Mr. B was an original 
member of Ring of Fire, TVA’s world-renowned 
handbell choir. He joined TVA’s staff in 2016, 

teaching Handbells and Technology.  His goal for his Technol-
ogy class is for students to learn technology through projects 
that have real-world impact, showing students in the process 
how what they are learning in their core classes impacts the real 
world. He has brought handbells back to TVA to give students 
the chance to learn to play handbells like Ring of Fire did. When 
he’s not teaching he likes to spend time with his family, do some 
photography, renovate houses and research new technology.

Ninth Grade Class Schedule

This is a draft schedule and may be subject to change as 
to times and periods in which classes are placed. Content 
listed will be taught. 



Mrs. Boyer
9-10 Music
Alice Boyer has 35 years of experience in mu-
sic and music education. She studied Opera 
Performance at Penn State University and Mu-
sic Education at Edinboro University of Penn-
sylvania. Her career began in performance and 
she pursued that for many years, but eventually 
she decided that she preferred teaching as it 

was much more rewarding! Mrs. Boyer is most excited to devel-
op young worship leaders and help students to grow outside the 
box. In her free time she likes to bead, watch movies and hang 
out with her husband and children. 

Mr. Chamberlain
9-10 Physical Education
James Chamberlain has a BS degree in Physi-
cal Education, and an MA in Educational Lead-
ership. This is his twentieth year at TVA. In ad-
dition to PE classes, he is our Athletic Director, 
running all of our sports programs. Mr. Cham-
berlain’s dedication to Christian Education is 
seen in his leadership of our chapel programs

and our Asssociated Student Body (ASB).

Mrs. Loncar
9-10 Art
Art is something that Denise Loncar both has 
a lot of experience with and is very passionate 
about. She has a BA in Art History. Mrs. Loncar 
has been involved in art education at TVA for 13 
years. She enjoys sharing something she is so 
passionate about with students and seeing the 
spark ignite in them! She loves to see students 

develop abilities that they had no idea they possessed. Mrs. Lon-
car introduces her students to many different art mediums and 
topics, which change from year to year. When she is not teaching 
she enjoys doing yoga, painting, drawing, cooking, travelling and 
going to museums.

Pastor Josh
9-10 Religion
Josh Withers completed his BA in Religion
at Andrews University. Pastor Josh is currently 
teaching high school Bible for TVA as well 
as serving as a part-time pastor at Beaverton 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. Pastor Josh and 
his wife, Pastor Sara, are the proud parents of a
new son, baby James.


